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ACTION REPORT FOR ‘26 I.-J&RCH 945 .

Q'"PART I

GENERAL NARRATIVE

e On 26 March 191:,5, the period covered by this report, this ship was
‘@ unit¥of’ the”Cruiser Covering Group assigned the general task of provid-
.ing - cover ‘and. support for the amphibious landings by the Amerieal ‘Infantry - !
-;Diva.s.lon at?TALIoAY Cebu Island, This ship participated only in the pre- -
dment wh:.ch preceded the landlngs.

T

G, 7"74.3 - Cruiser Coverlng GrogE Rear Adm1ra1 _BIRKEY

' PHOENTX, BOISE and HMAS HOBART,
' NICHOLAS, O'BANNON, TAYLOR, ABEOT,
~ FLETCHR and JEI\IAINS o

'1‘ U 7h 3.1 -~ Fire Sup_gort Um.t ONE Captain DUNCAN

PHOINIX (CL46) L
- NICHOLAS (DD449) |
O'BANNON (DD450) i B

L T U jb, 3, 2 - Fire Support Un:\:t. TWO, Captain DOWLING RAN

ms HOBART .
TAYLOR ' (DD, 68)
ABBOT (DD629)

’T{.‘Uu.ﬁ'"w; :3.3 ~ Reserve Covering Unit, Captain DOWNES
_ BOISE (CL47) B d |
" FLETCHER (Dms)

. JENKINS (DDA4T)-

, B.“ ThJ.s sh:.p departed from SUBIC BAY in company with Task Group 71, 3
n the morning of 24 March, The trip to the objective was uneventful,
_The ‘Reserve Covering Unit was detached during the aftermoon of 26 March
cand proceeded bo MANGARIN BAY, mndoro. T _

_‘ g, The mJ.ss1on “of this ship was to provide scheduled shore bombarduent e
EREiE L ifand cover for minesweepers working in the channels, Little or no resis- RO
' :;tance was antlc:.pated from enemy air or surface forces, _ AR
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' ENCLOSURE (A) T0 CO ABBOT LTR. DD629/A16~3(3), SERIAL 03345 of 3-31-45. 2
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PART II. mm,mmnhs (Cont'd) il

~i‘.D; Sh:l.ps of"thls group t ook assa.gned sbatlons 2000 to 3000 yards to the
" Southward ‘of. the.landing beaches. On completion of bombard.ment this ship
wscreened toaseawa.rd of thc. 'HOBART for ‘the - rest of the day.

| v o 8

All times given are ITEM

1Y

26 MARCH 1945

EVENT -

'Directedﬁby Commander Task Group 74.3 to procced mdcpendently and
‘cover m:.nesweep:mg ‘unit, _ _

' 73,0701; Proceeded to asmgned fire support statlon.

{0728 Lying to_on Station 1500 yards duo South of LAGUNDI snouL.

V‘ _x“é‘f€"0745 Comnenced scheduled bombardment at targets in and behmd the town

.o TALISAY. )
0825 Ceased f1r1ng. Ammunition expa.nded. 705 rounds of 5"/38 Cal.'AA

R Common. = e ﬁ‘ g ; i : {

' 0830 'l'he 132nd and- 182nd Regiments of }:he Americal Infantry Division landed
on Green Beach near TALISAY, L '

;0843 Rel:.eved as' fire support ship by SMITH (DD378) and proceeded to screen
S 2 »IﬂmSHOB;tRT.# Patrolled for rest of day to seaward.

1728 Took. st J.on in screen of Night Rctlrement Group, l

1900 Des;glated as O0IC of first returning echelon. Formed group consisting
of amph::.blous craft and departed for LEXTE,
, 4 01’733
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| PART. IV.» ‘ORDNANCE,

A;' PERFORMANCE OF OWN ORDNANCE l‘lLLTuRIhL AND EQU]PIAHNT.
L Shlp's gunnery. '
Ammunn.t.:.on expended by callber and type: ' S

~-..l5«/33 Cal. 4A Common = 705 rounds. | .

Thrce hundred elghty-four (381:,) of these mrojectilcs were fuzed : .
w:Lth Mk. 29 Mod.:3 mzes, 139 w1th steel nosc plug and the balancc vith MK, o
3 fuge..: , _

S8 ;'b. _'D:!.i"é:ct ‘fire was used with range and deflection spots applied
“to’ prov:.dc the, arca coverage desired, Parallax was kept on Vzero" in the
: mounts t.o :mcroase deflection pattoern. a

" ks sevc,ral ships were firing into the same arca at the same time, C
‘poss:.ble to accurately evaluate the results of firing, o

" A critical situation oxisted in the upper handling room of gun
R threev due ‘to the presence in the air of large quantltles of asbestos dust,

}_,whlch was dislodged from the insulation of the engine room exhaust trunk by
" the shock of gunfire, The projectile hoist stopped several times because
l' of the accumulation of asbestos dust in the hoist mechanism. . Personncl were

. able to breathe ouly with great difficulty during the entire period of the

- bombardment, ‘An alteration has been approved to replace the metal sheathing
. with fibre glass. . The expericnce of this ship indicates the wrgency of such
- an alterat:.on. ‘ S R

P

B PFRFORMANCE OF ENEMY ORDNANGE. - o

R Y None. observed.

=

PuRT v, Dmmcn.

f’f A. Tm.s vesscl sustainod o danagc.
. ";')'B,"‘ None inflicted on the encmy.
PART V’.[. SPLCIAL CQuMENTS.
None. |
N PART VII. | PERSONNEL PrRFORmNCE AND CASUALTIES.
o 'A Pcrsonnel pcrformancc, was sc.tlsfactory. There were no casualties,

PART VIII LESSONS LEARNED, CONCLUSIONS »ND RECCHMNDATIONS.
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